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JT:el 
Wright State University Campus Communication 
Date: February 22, 1974 
To: Members of the Academic CoWJcil 
From: John Treacy, Secretary, Steerlog£ommlttee 
SYbJoct: Academic Councll Meeting, Monday, March 4, 1974, 401 Fawcett Hall; 
3:10 P.M. 
The Agenda is as follows: 
I. Call to order. 
n. Approval of Minutes of February 4;, 1974, meeting. 
Ill. Report of the President. 
IV. Report of the Steering Committee. 
V. Reports of the Standing Committees: 
A. Curriculum 
B. Faculty Affairs 
C. Library 
D. Student Affairs 
VI. Old Business: 
A. A motion offered by the Curriculum Committee -
That, provided that all departments are notified of the option. no more 
than three courses be t:rlren on the,-P/U grading option under the General 
Education Requirements. 
Approval of P/U grading'opUon for various Art courses (see Attachment A 
to February 1974 Agenda; see also Minority Report, Attachment A to this 
Agenda). Roll call vote required of Council members per new Constitution. 
VIl. New Business: 
A. A motion offered by the Steering Committee -
Approval of the formation of a Study Group to evaluate alternatives to the 
quarter system at Wright State l'niverslty. 
Vlll. Adjournment. 
ACADEMIC COUNCIL
M arch 4, 1974 
Minutes
I .  The regu lar monthly m eeting fo r  the academ ic year was ca lled  to order by Chairman 
P ro  Tem  A ssocia te P ro vos t M urray at 3:15 P .M .
n . Minutes o f the February  4, 1974, m eeting w ere  approved as written.
HI. Report o f the Presiden t, M r . Spiegel reporting.
It was indicated that an announcement regard ing the search fo r  a Dean o f the M edical 
School might possibly be forthcom ing within a week.
M em bers o f the Steering Com m ittee w ill  be included in budget rev iew s this y ea r , in­
cluding budgets fo r  non-academ ic areas as w e ll as academ ic. Faculty w il l  be included 
in the final budget rev iew  m eeting.
In response to a question concerning the status o f educational te lev ision , M r . Spiegel 
in form ed members that he had this m orning m et with the Chairman o f  the State Educa­
tional T e lev is ion  Com m ission, representatives from  Central State and M iam i, and 
had completed a draft agreem ent on the consortium . W hile this is  not the final draft, 
the pro ject appears to be on the brink o f successful arrangem ent. Lega l rev iew  is 
now necessary, which may take a few  months. Implementation o f the consortium  by 
next fa ll is expected.
A discussion o f building contracting ensued; the noise o f the contractor now in M ille tt  
is  disturbing to c lasses , there a re  a number o f  cracks appearing in various  buildings, 
the C rea tive  A rts  building is being accepted p iecem eal by the U n iversity  in order to 
get classes into needed room s, and there appears to be no way to circum vent problem s 
with con tractors unless fraud can be proved. Even dissatisfaction on the part o f the 
U n ivers ity  does not keep the contractor from  rece iv in g  other school contracts. The 
fact rem ains that the state requ ires acceptance o f the low est bid, unless p roo f o f in­
ability  to fu lfill the contract can be given.
C o llec tive  bargaining by students was introduced by M r. Roberts. Questions arose as 
to what would be bargained fo r , how an agreem ent could be signed with a student body, 
and that bargaining does indeed take p lace now, without the students having to belong 
to a dues-paying organization.
The rem aining hurdle to the M edical School p ro ject is  the endorsement o f the pro ject 
by the Board o f Regents, and the Chancellor has indicated that he w ill support it, as 
has the Governor in a recen t in terview .
B efore proceeding to the next item  on the agenda, M r. M urray introduced the newest student 
m em ber o f the Council, M r . Paul F il io  from  L ibera l A rts .
IV . Report o f  the Steering Com m ittee, M r. F r itz  reporting.
D istributed to the m em bers was a lis t  o f various appointments made recently by the
Steering Com m ittee (see  Attachment A ).
C larifica tion  between the P/U grading "option" and "system ." was o ffered . A ls o  at 
this tim e M r. F r itz  brought to the attention o f  the Council that research  completed 
through Council's Minutes v e r ified  that each course fo r  which the P/U grading option 
was requested must be approved by the Council, not m ere ly  ach ieve the approval o f 
the Curriculum Com m ittee.
Reports o f the Standing Com m ittees:
A . Curriculum Com m ittee, M r. Lark ins reporting.
M r. Lark ins b r ie fly  brought to the attention o f  the Council the two courses 
lis ted  under "B ”  on his mem o o f February 27, 1974, distributed at this m eeting.
(See Attachment B .)
T o  be discussed m ore fully at the next m eeting o f the Curriculum  Com m ittee w ill 
be General Education Requirem ents, with respect to the P/U grading option and 
system  and with regard  to the evaluation o f incom ing transcripts.
B . Faculty A ffa irs  Com m ittee, M r. Swanson reporting.
A  rev iew  o f various professional development leave  program s has been made; one 
now in operation at Ohio U n ivers ity  m ight possib ly be implemented here at W righ t 
State. M ore inform ation w ill be ava ilab le in A p r il.
R eview  o f the Prom otion  and Tenure document continues, with an upcoming m eet­
ing o f that com m ittee with a group from  the Board o f T ru stees planned.
M r. Ahmad w ill discuss faculty disab ility  insurance at the spring faculty meeting. 
Inquiry was made as to whether this would be m ere ly  discussion at that m eeting or 
voting on a proposal. M r. Spiegel has m et w ith M r. Ahmad and the insurance 
could be handled in various ways: the additional one percen t a llocated fo r  sa lary 
increase next year could be used in payment (but this would entail the co llege  deans 
re figu rin g  sa la ries  already incorporated in their budgets); payment o f half each 
by the U n ivers ity  and the facu lty; payment in fu ll by the U n iversity  the fo llow ing 
year by using tentative sa lary increases (the faculty m em ber rece iv in g  the insurance 
in lieu o f sa lary in crease). The instigation o f an insurance plan payable even in 
part by the faculty would requ ire  acceptance by 75% o f the faculty m em bers.
C. L ib ra ry  Com m ittee, M r . Hess reporting.
C irculation o f Curriculum  Guides is now lim ited  to faculty fo r  a period o f one week 
only; circulation o f period ica ls is no longer perm itted.
M r . F rom m eyer mentioned additional s ta ff m em bers o f the L ib ra ry : Dew head 
o f  se lection  and bibliography, new head cata loger, new head o f processing, new 
se r ia ls  b ib liographer, new assistant dean fo r  technical se rv ices  -  the latter 
se rv in g  on a consulting basis at this tim e to supply department head guidance to
technical se rv ice s .
Security m easures have been taken and bells fo r  non-authorized ex it doors have 
been on order fo r  m ore than three weeks.
D. Student A ffa irs  Com m ittee, M r. Hemsky reporting.
A communications proposal has been re fe r r e d  to the Faculty A ffa ir s  Com m ittee 
for their reaction. That proposal o r  a s im ila r  one w ill be brought before the 
Council in the near future.
R eview  o f the Com m ittee is  now centered on the recommendations made a fter 
acceptance of last y ea r 's  Bookstore report. Any suggestions or thoughts any one 
may have in that rega rd  would be w elcom ed.
Old Business:
M r. Larkins, for the Curriculum  Com m ittee, placed a motion -
That, provided a ll departments a re  notified o f the option, no m ore 
than three courses be taken on the P/U grading option under the 
General Education Requirem ents.
The motion was seconded and discussion opened.
Notification would include lis ting  o f this in future catalogs, under General Education 
Requirements.
M r. Murray supplemented M r. F r i t z ’ e a r lie r  statement that Council must approve 
courses under the P/U grading option, such policy adopted by the Council in  A p r il o f 
1969 and unchanged to date.
M r. T reacy  fe lt there had been no p r io r  approvals by Council o f courses under General 
Education with the P/U grading; M r. Lev ine pointed out that A r t  101, 102, and 103 had 
been approved only last year and therefore set the precedent. These a re  "Foundations 
o f A r t "  courses.
Discussion arose concerning policy for implementation o f such a grading option; M r. 
Lev ine pointed out that the A r t  Department had followed c lose ly  the guidelines fo r  sub­
mitting the courses last yea r, with a policy implementation statement attached to the 
courses. It was indicated that the student requesting this option must notify his in­
structor in w riting  within two weeks o f the beginning o f the course i f  he chose to make 
use o f the P/U option. M r . Roberts mentioned that in M odern Languages a form  is  c i r ­
culated among class m em bers, each indicating the choice o f grading.
It was agreed at this tim e to table the motion placed by M r. Lark ins, in favor o f con­
sideration of the second item  shown under "O ld Business". M a jority  vote in  fa vo r of 
this was reached.
M r. Larkins placed a m otion before toe Council -
Approva l o f  the P/U grading option fo r  the various A r t  courses 
listed  under "D " o f Attachment A  to the February 1974 Agenda, 
as w e ll as Item  No. 50 under " A " :  G L  428.
M r. T reacy  seconded the motion; flo o r  discussion opened.
The intention or  m otivation o f the A r t  Department in converting v irtua lly  a ll courses to 
the P/U option was questioned. M r. Lev in e  responded that the conversion o f  the en­
t ire  department had not been considered, but such thought was in teresting. He pointed 
out that the ob jective  with a rt students was the development o f a professional portfo lio , 
such indicating his capabilities, w here a grade sim ply would not. Employment is not 
based p r im arily  in this fie ld  upon grades but rather upon w ork  accomplished. The 
traditional academ ic grading system  would be ava ilab le to those students fee lin g  this 
need but would not be there fo r  those fee lin g  it  an impediment.
M r. Murray d irected  the Minutes show rece ip t o f a M inority  Report, co-authored by 
M r. John A . Whippen. re la ted  to the motion under consideration.
M r. Whippen expressed concern that the courses in question included A rt  141, 142,
143, and 442 fo r  General Education Requirem ents. The f ir s t  three mentioned a re  A rt 
H istory , not p rim arily  concerned with c rea tiv ity . He further expressed the fee lin g  
that grades a re  a form  o f evaluation, o r  m otivation as suggested by M r. Lev ine, and 
that by going to the P/U grading, the im plication was a low ering o f standards, which 
m ight soon hurt the U n ivers ity  in drawing enrollm ent. Th e trend too would be m ore 
toward national examinations, such as in Europe, since graduate schools w ill not ac­
cept " P "  fo r  adm ission, nor w ill many em ployers accept it . The use o f P/U . like the 
use o f " I " ,  would be a way out for those instructors reluctant to actually fa il a student.
A  m ove was made by M r. Hess to divide the motion on the flo o r, to consider those a rt 
courses under General Education separately.
In further discussion, M r. Lev in e  pointed out that in o ffer in g  courses in conjunction 
w ith other departments -  such as English fo r  a rt and poetry -  or an upcoming pro ject 
in sculpturing -  students who w ere uncertain o f their background would be m ore likely 
to en ro ll in the course on a P/U grading option than i f  held to traditional grading.
M r. Castellano expressed the need to develop po lic ies  on implementation o f the grading 
option rather than just adding m ore courses under that option, but M r. F r itz  pointed 
out that in the case o f the A r t  Department that "m ach inery”  does already ex ist.
Th ere  w ere  m ultiple doubts as to exactly what had been approved by the Council last 
year in relation  to toe A r t  courses 101, 102, and 103. M r. F r itz  indicated no record  
found o f approval fo r  General Education; M r. Lev in e  expressed his understanding that 
approval given last year was fo r  both the P/U grading option and fo r  General Education 
Requirem ents.
M r. Cantelupe spoke in favor o f amending the motion, in that having General Education
Requirem ent courses under the traditional grading would he in keeping with a national 
trend.
M r. Murray ca lled  fo r  vote on the amendment o f the orig ina l motion to that suggested 
by M r. Hess.
Amendment passed by vo ice vote.
M r. F r itz  m oved fo r  -
A pproval o f the P/U grading option fo r  the various A r t  courses 
lis ted  under "D "  o f Attachment A  to the February 1974 Agenda, 
w ith the exceptions o f  A r t  141, 142, 143, and 442.
M r. Canteiupe spoke in fa vo r o f granting the option, on the basis that he too fe lt  that 
there a re  students without any rea l o r  particular talent who would s t ill lik e  to enroll 
in courses in crea tive  a rt  fo r  the purpose o f exposing them selves to this fie ld , perhaps 
learn ing technique, or broadening their backgrounds from  the learn ing experience, 
and the option would encourage their enrollment.
It was c lea r ly  pointed out that the vote on this motion would not be a vote on policy, 
but m erely  in regard  to the courses specified ; should another request by the A r t  
Department o r  any other department be made fo r  the P/U option fo r  a course, that 
course would have to be brought before the Council fo r  r o l l  ca ll voting, per the new 
Constitution. M r. F r itz  stated, however, that the vote on this motion m ight be In­
terpreted by other departments as precedent, th erefore  a r o l l  ca ll vote would protect 
m em bers o f the Council, responsible to their constituents. (Constitution indicates 
r o l l  ca ll voting necessary on matters o f po licy or substance.)
M r. Murray called fo r  voting.
Those in favor o f approval o f the motion w ere :
M . Apt, G. Barlow , M . B ire ley , R . Brinkman, E. Canteiupe, J. Castellano,
D. Cochran, J. D aily, T . Dovel, P .  F ilio , I. F r itz , J. Haughey, J. Hemsky,
G. H ess, R , Holm es, J. Hughes, B . Hutchings, R. Je ffrey , B. K ru ger, J. 
Lark ins, P . M erriam , J. M urray, B. N o rr is , J. Randall, A . R oberts, J. 




R. Kegerreis, E. Nicholson, D. Sachs
The motion was passed.
M r. F r itz  placed a m otion fo r  -
A pproval o f the P/U grading option fo r  Geology 428.
M r . T reacy  seconded the m otion and discussion was opened.
M r. Castellano pointed out that w hile the A r t  Department had procedures fo r  im plem ent­
ing the P/U option, there was no indication that the Geology Department did have this.
He fe lt  this knowledge could influence the voting.
M r. F r itz  m oved to table the motion until such tim e as a represen ta tive from  the Geology 
Department could be heard, o r  until something was forthcom ing from  the department on 
implementation.
M r. T reacy  seconded the motion. M ajority  vo ice  vote ca rr ied  the motion to table ap­
p rova l o f Geology 428.
M r . M urray placed before the Council the second portion o f the orig ina l motion fo r  ap­
prova l o f the P/U option fo r  a rt courses -
Approval o f the P/U grading option fo r  General Education Requirem ent 
courses: A rt  141, 142, 143, and 442.
D iscussion was initiated.
M r. F il io  spoke in approval, indicating that the student would want the option there, and 
would have the degree o f  responsib ility  to use it .
M s. Sherwin spoke o f stresses  fe lt  by the student, the lack o f mechanism or due process 
fo r  the student to complain about a grade, and the im portance attached to the "cu m " by 
students.
Discussion became a rev iew  o f  grading system s. M r . F r itz  rem inded m em bers o f the 
attempt two years ago, recom mended by the Curriculum Com m ittee, to m ove to the 
ABC/no cred it  system , which was defeated and the a lternative o f perm itting a student 
to drop a course up to the eighth w eek o f the quarter approved. He expressed his op­
position to going piecem eal to the P/U option, o r  another grading system , that a ffects 
General Education Requirem ents, a total U n ivers ity  concern.
M r. Whippen brought out that the community and potential em ployers expect educators 
to evaluate students, that going to the P/U system  would not deal with the problem  that 
ex ists with die students' unrest toward a rb itra ry  methods o f evaluation. The fee lin g  
was expressed that d iversion  from  the traditional academ ic grading has brought on 
psychological testing, handwriting analysis, and various other methods o f evaluation 
fo r  employment.
M r. T reacy  opposed approval and declared he fe lt  the question was not just granting 
the approval to the A r t  Department but whether this was going to be done across the 
board fo r  a ll General Education Requirem ents. He expressed opposition to the poss i-
bility  o f other departments m oving to request approval o f the P/U option fo r  their 
General Education Requirem ents as w ell.
A d amendment was o ffe red  to the motion -
Approval o f th e P/U grading option fo r  A r t  141, 142, 143, and 
442; students e le c tin g  to take the courses on this option may not 
count them toward General Education Requirem ents.
M r. Fritz seconded the motion fo r  amendment.
M s. Sherwin spoke in opposition to the amendment, stating that this defeats the purpose 
o f setting up the courses under General Education Requirem ents. She a lso  expressed 
the need fo r  the P/U question to be thought out, studied by the U n ivers ity  body.
M r. M urray called fo r  vo ice vote on the amendment to the orig ina l motion.
Amendment to the motion was ca rried .
The vote was questioned; M r . Murray asked fo r  a show o f  hands.
F o r  approval o f amendment: 15 
Against approval o f amendment: 12 
Motion fo r  amendment was passed.
M r. F r itz  now spoke in favor o f approval, indicating taking the P/U option out o f the 
General Education Requirem ent rea lm  had influenced his change o f  stand. He stated 
his hope that the Curriculum C om m ittee  would begin study on P/U grading as i t  re la tes  
to General Education Requirem ents.
M r. Roberts made a motion to table the amended motion until such tim e as a study 
could be made on the P/U grading.
The motion to table was seconded and passed by m ajority  vo ice vote.
The m eeting was adjourned in e r ro r ; the item  under "New  Business" had not com e to 
the flo o r. M r. Murray reconvened the Council.
New Business:
A  motion o ffered  by the Steering Com m ittee -
Approval o f the form ation o f a Study Group to evaluate a lternatives 
to the quarter system  at W righ t State U n ivers ity .
M r. F r itz  stated that m ost o f  the other un ivers ities in the state a re  beginning to study 
alternatives to the quarter system  -  the Steering Com m ittee would like the fee lin g  of.the
Council as to whether this should be done through the form ation  o f  a  Study Group.
(See a lso last paragraph Attachment C . )
Discussion brought out that a ll  m em bers fe lt  there should be tim e fo r  talking this over 
with their constituents, obtaining feedback and much m ore  in form ation be fo re  making 
a decision to fo rm  such a group.
M r. M urray stated this subject would be introduced at the next m eeting, a llow ing the 
in terim  fo r  rev iew , discussion, and feedback at a ll lev e ls , with a ll concerned.
V m . The m eeting was adjourned at 4:50 P . M.
/el
